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Overview of the Courts in the State of Qatar

The Judicial Authority derives its existence and identity from the Permanent Constitution of the
State of Qatar, which gives it the sole authority to achieve justice, independently of all other
authorities. It has sole jurisdiction over legal matters, to achieve justice and guarantee the rights
and liberties of society. The rule of law constitutes the governing basis in Qatar. The right to resort
to the judiciary courts is guaranteed for all residents and citizens in the State of Qatar. The
judiciary has general jurisdiction over criminal, civil, commercial, family, inheritance, administra-
tive and other disputes, except sovereign acts and nationality matters.

The Judicial authority is independent and vested in courts of different types and degrees (Article
130 of the Constitution). Judgments are issued in the name of His Highness the Emir of the State
of Qatar. Judges are independent and they are only subject to law in the exercise of their judicial
functions. No interference whatsoever shall be permitted with court proceedings and the course
of justice (Article 131 of the Constitution). The Supreme Judiciary Council supervises the proper
functioning of the courts of law and their auxiliary organs. (Article 137 of the Constitution).

The Arabic language is the official language of the courts in the State of Qatar. However, if
required, the courts may hear parties that are not native Arabic speakers with the assistance of
an interpreter after taking the oath to perform his/her duty honestly and truthfully.

This information has been derived from the Judiciary Supreme Council.

The Courts in the State of Qatar are divided into three
categories:

1. The First Instance Court: The Preliminary Court has circuits to decide on doctrinal
provisions (hudood), punishments (gisas), criminal, civii and commercial, personal affairs,
inheritance, administrative disputes and other cases. Each circuit decides on the cases referred
to it in accordance with the law. Other preliminary circuits can be formed in other towns as per a
decision from the judiciary's Supreme Council.

2. The Court of Appeal: This court is responsible for deciding on the appeals filed against the
judgements issued on doctrinal provisions (hudood), punishments (gisas), criminal, civil and
commercial cases; personal affairs, inheritance, administrative disputes and other cases.

3. The Court of Cassation: The Court of Cassation consists of circuits to decide on the cases
challenging the courts rulings in accordance with the proceedings determined by the law.

This information has been derived from the Judiciary Supreme Council.
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